PARISH &4 EFL/ counciL

Minutes of the Meeting of Billingshurst Parish Council
Wednesday 5 November 2025
7pm at the Billingshurst Centre

Present
Clirs Paul Berry (Chairman), Edna Benger, Phillip Day, Sandy Duck, David Hingamp,
Craig Jones, Trevor Leonard, Anna Rhodes, Kate Rowbottom and Doug Waller,

In attendance

G C Burt, Clerk to the Council

R Plant, Assistant Clerk

Cty Cllr Mrs A Jupp

Dis Cllr M Baynham

Dis Cllr J Trollope

Approximately 31 Members of the Public

87/25 Chairman’s Announcements
The Chairman advised that:

I. The meeting was being streamed to the internet.

2. Clirs wishing to speak should raise their hand and speak loudly and clearly.

3. Mobile phones should either be switched off or silenced.

Adding....

4. 1wanted to thank Colin Ellis who has recently resigned as an EO of the Council
after 7 ¥4 years’ service. Colin was a very hard working and practical member of
staff'and will be missed.

5. Talso want to thank Steve Thomas who has recently resigned as a Councilor.
Steve was a valued member of the Council and was involved in many of its
committees and will also be very much missed.

6. 1 wanted to pass on the Council’s thanks and congratulations to all who organised
last Friday’s fireworks at Jubilee Fields

7. A reminder that the Christmas Fayre, jointly organised by the Council and
Billingshurst Centre is being held on Saturday 6 December.

8. Finally, a reminder that this weekend is Remembrance Sunday, and I will be
joining the President of the Billingshurst branch of the Royal British Legion and
many others laying wreaths at the war memorial and attending the following
church service.

88/25 Apologies

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Faye Algar, Craig Gale, Jeremy Harris and
James Marchant for approved reasons, On the proposal of Cllr Doug Waller seconded by
Clir Craig Jones RESOLVED that the apologies and reasons given be accepted.

Adjournment for
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89/25 Reports from:
a. County Councillor
Cty Cllr Mrs Amanda Jupp had submitted a report in advance, copied to all Cllrs,
attached Appendix A and then spoke to various items contained therein.

b. District Councillors
Dis Cllr Mark Baynham had submitted a report in advance, copied to all Clirs,
attached Appendix B, and then spoke to various items contained therein.

Dis Cllr John Trollope had submitied a report in advance, copied to all Cllrs,
attached Appendix C.

c. Council Representatives on Outside Bodies
Cllr Craig Jones reported on the recent AGM of Friends of Station Road Gardens,
where they are considering a restructuring,.

90/25 Public Session {Members of the Public may speak for up to 3 minutes at the
discretion of the Chairman).

Sarah Medes da Costa

I’m a local resident and a part of the Save Billi Oaks! Campaign. My keen interest is in
bats, and our two oak trees that they absolutely need. Patrick Kitchener did a Ground-
Ievel Roost Assessment Survey on behalf of the Save Billi Oaks! campaign. Patrick is a
retired ecologist and has the necessary credentials to carry out this type of survey. The
conclusion is that both oaks have potential bat roost features - cavities where the trees
have previously been pollarded, or dense ivy cover. He also says that given the species
(English oak, pedunculate oak, guercus robur) and significant age of the two trees,
further surveying is necessary and will most likely reveal additional potential roost sites
(e.g. features formed by wind damage, broken or decaying branches, lifted bark,
woodpecker holes, small rot hofes and so on). Bats use different roost sites at different
times of year. We already have evidence that noctule and common pipistrelle bats were
highly likely roosting in the oak trees in the summer (reference to the Storrington and
Arun Valley Regional Group of Sussex Wildlife Trust’s dusk survey). This local branch
visited the oaks again yesterday evening and found multiple pipistrelle bats foraging
under or near the two oaks, again likely roosting there. Thank you to Greg for sharing
this, and Patrick’s report, with the Councillors. What is needed now is a further survey by
professionals with the relevant bat license to survey the northern side of the two trees and
higher up in the canopies. This will be to look for evidence of potential roosting sites.
Bats may or not be found, it is the roost that is fundamental. In the permission to fell
stipulations, it is stated that evidence of bat roosts, occupied or not, protects the trees.
Further bat survey work will most probably be needed between May and September next
year. All bats are protected species, and the Parish Council must be aware that a
magistrate can impose an unlimited fine and a prison sentence of up to six months for
those found guilty of knowingly destroying a bat roost. What is very clear to me is that
everyone in this room believes - KNOWS - that felling these two magnificent oak trees
would be WRONG! Thank you, Parish Councillors, for all your time and attention that
has gone into this — please hold fast for the trees! There is huge support in the
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community and further afield for keeping and protecting these two oak trees. This support
is continuing to grow and will only get stronger! Thank you for listening.

Trevor Chittenden

Since asking at the July Council mecting what parishioners could do to support the Parish
Council to save the trees, 1 have approached this campaign as a joint effort between the
Council and parishioners to reach that goal. Imagine my dismay then at reading that advice
from a barrister to the Parish Council was that the Council could “see off” the legal points
raised by our solicitor to challenge the threat from Axa. Our solicitor has written to you
again today with the views of Philip Wilson, an experienced tree expert and I trust you
have all had chance to read his views. Assuming that you do still want to save the trees and
work with us then we will have to stand up to Axa. Bullies don’t like being stood up fo and
companies like Axa do not want their names in the headlines and courts over issues like
this. The Post Office scandal has taught us that resolve backed up with all the information
and evidence is more than enough to get bullies to back down. Based on what Axa and
their agents have told us, the trees are a cause of damage to a small extension built on
shallow foundations over a drain. What evidence has been provided of the damage? There
is one photo in the Augur report showing a crack between the extension and the house. One
photo that was taken five years ago. I know of no other direct evidence of the damage. The
loss adjusters report does describe the damage. It says that the extent of external and
internal crack damage at this property is category 2. The Building Research Establishment
defines category 2 cracks as those that can be easily filled. The loss adjusters report also
says that repair costs could be as much as £50-60k. For a crack that can be easily filled,
that’s very expensive Polyfilla. Has the damage got worse? Has a repair been done to fill
the crack damage and now all is well? Has anyone investigated this? Has the Council
thought to ask a structural engineer for an independent assessment of the damage and
possible options for repair to avoid cutting down the trees? If you vote tonight to destroy
these trees, it will be based on scant, five-year-old evidence of minor damage to a small
extension built on shallow foundations over a drain. Are you going to vote to cut the trees
down on such flimsy and old evidence? In view of such poor evidence, I urge you to resist
the needless destruction of these trees.

Gabi Barrett

Thank you for your time. I am very angry this evening. Why are AXA insisting on
thousands of pounds being spent to destroy two beautiful healthy mature oak trees (not to
mention the thousands of species that rely on them) over category 2 damage, which most
likely would cost a couple of hundred quid to fix? It feels wanton and malicious and
completely pointless. It makes no sense whatsoever

Barry Dickinson

[ have substantially changed the comments I was to make since many of the points have
been so clearly set out by Richard Buxton in his latest letter to the Council dated 5
November 2025. I would respectfully suggest that many parties have challenged the
content of the expert reports which have raised more questions than they have provided
answers. We do need to know whether Bats are using the trees for roosting or shelter and
I find it extraordinary that it is still being suggested that the Council can protect itself
from an illegal act i.e. felling without a proper survey if bats are found to be disturbed.
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Legal opinion apparently allows a householder to use their land however they so legally
wish including building an extension but presumably in accordance with building
regulations in force at the time and we await answers on this point. On a factual basis it is
material that apparently no other properties in the area have been affected. It should
therefore be possible to construct a root barrier that surrounds the extension only at no 8.
The remainder of the property is apparently not affected. I have spoken to a couple of
Tree Surgeons who have said that where an Oak is suspected of contribuling to
subsidence and it is decided to reduce the canopy, and thercfore water extraction by the
roots, the work is done in stages over a period. This is to avoid heave and of course
damage to the health of the tree where it is being preserved. Imagine the potential heave
if 2 adjacent trees of this size are felled at once. s the Parish Council to be protected from
claims from neighbouring properties if this potential harm is ignored. The proposed
indemnity agreement covers action by the homeowner at no 8. I believe the issue here 1s
not simply about 2 oaks in Willow Drive, it is much larger than that. If Billingshurst
Parish Council give up on this case it will set a precedent for insurers to seek the easiest
and cheapest solution, using threats of legal action, putting at risk more grand old oaks in
the area and removing key parts of our historic landscape. Those of us (and I was willing
to concede here Billingshurst Parish Council) who are trying to protect these trees, have
strong arguments and evidence on our side. However the experts have only concluded on
the balance of probability that the oaks are the problem giving little weight to or ignoring
any other possible causes or remedies. -Finally, I find it disturbing that the public are
excluded from accessing legal opinion given to Billingshurst Parish Council. What is the
urgency to proceed now? Are you under threat? Please, please, allow time for us to
provide the expert evidence which is available to save these historic trees.

Resume Meeting

91/25 Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 29 September 2025.

The draft minutes of the meeting held on 29 September 2025, previously circulated, were
taken as read. On the proposal of Clir Paul Berry, seconded by Clir Doug Waller
RESOLVED that the minutes be accepted and signed as a correct record accordingly.

92/25 Clerk’s Report
None

93/25 To receive latest advice on trees at Willow Drive.

Members received a report from the Clerk, referencing a barrister’s detailed opinion
(previously circulated to all Councillors ONLY) setting out his views on the matter. The
Clerk’s report also dealt with issues raised in a letter from Richard Buxton, acting on behalf
of local residents, threatening an injunction and judicial review if the Council gave consent
to fell, received immediately prior to the meeting on 16 September. Two further letters had
been received from Richard Buxton, copied to Councillors. The Clerk’s report advised
pranting consent to fell, conditional upon a bat survey and indemnity clauses as
appropriate.

The Chairman reiterated that in the Clerk’s report, it was stated that the advice from the
Council’s legal experts could not be placed in the public domain, as doing so might
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compromise the Council’s position. If any Councillor(s) wished to discuss the advice, a
proposition should be tabled to discuss it in confidential session; no such proposal was put
forward.

Cllr Trevor Leonard detailed various issues he felt needed clarification, and in some cases
more up to date reports.

Cllr Craig Jones queried the sums quoted by insurers that they had put aside to setile any
claim.

Clir Kate Rowbottom asked about the possibility of heave resulting from any felling?
Cllr Trevor Leonard said another consequence of felling could be flooding,
Cllr David Hingamp stressed the usual success of root barriers in such situations.

Clr Doug Waller asked about the cost to put right the damage to the property and the cost
{o prevent a recurrence?

Clir David Hingamp said root barriers could be designed to overcome obstacles such as
utilities etc.

On the proposal of Cllr Doug Waller, seconded by Cllr Phillip Day it was proposed that
the item be deferred pending further information, i.e. root barriers, up fo date engineer’s
report and a bat survey elc.

The Chairman expressed concerns that the proposal was a very risky strategy and that it
could place taxpayers’ money at an increased risk, therefore he would not support the
proposal and requested a recorded vote.

In favour of the motion:
Benger, Day, Hingamp, Leonard, Rhodes, Rowbottom and Waller. (7)

Against the motion:
Berry, Duck and Jones. (3)

RESOLVED

(Note. This resolution is at variance with the advice of the Council’s officers and
professional advisors.)

94/25 To consider improvements to streaming of meetings ete.

The Clerk had tabled a report, following a request from Members, setting out how the
audjo-visual quality of meetings being streamed could be enhanced, via the purchase of a
Meeting Owl 3, which detects who is speaking and can hone the camera and microphone
accordingly. Clirs Craig Jones and Trevor Leonard said they had used these successfully
in their work environments.

On the proposal of Cllr Paul Berry, seconded by Cllr Doug Waller RESOLVED that a
Meeting Owl 3 in the sum of £1,000 approximately be purchased accordingly.

[Cllr Doug Waller asked what had happened to his previous suggestion that a link to each
meeting recording be put under the Agenda/Mins for each meeting on the website? Clerk
to investigate and report back. |
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In answer to a question, the Clerk said the current policy is to only retain recordings of
meetings until the next meeting of that committee etc. The Chairman asked that this be an
agenda item for a future meeting of the Working Practices Commiittee.

95/25 To consider submitting an Expression of Interest to HDC to take over car
parks in the village.

The Clerk reported on joint meetings held with other interested parishes, to possibly take
on pay and display car parks, under HDC’s Asset Transfer Policy. Each parish council
was being recommended to apply for the transfer if it so wished, with management by a
third-party car park operator being the best way forward to save councils managing them
directly/individually. Such a contract could cover all car parks transferred, to make for a
more attractive contract. The Council was not being asked to make a commitment at the
moment, just allow further investigations to take place.

On the proposal of Clir Paul Berry, seconded by Cllr Trevor Leonard RESOLVED that an
Expression of Interest be submitted to HDC in respect of car parks at Six Bells, Library
and Jengers Mead accordingly.

96/25 To consider RECOMMENDATION from Working Practices Committee of 20
September that Council (vary Standing Orders) to make membership of a minimum number
of committees and various training compulsory for Councillors, as appropriate.

a. Onthe proposal of Cllr Paul Berry, seconded by Cllr Craig Jones RESOLVED
that:
Every councillor to be on a minimum of 2 committees [except Complaints
Commitlee] (mandatory, subject to any dispensation agreed with the Council
Chairman.)

b. On the proposal of Cllr Paul Berry, seconded by Cllr Sandy Duck RESOLVED
that:
Mandatory training courses for:

i, Meeting chairs and vice chairs on chairmanship (optional to all other
members)
ii.  All members on Code of Conduct
iii.  All P&E members on planning (optional to all members).

Refresher courses to be undertaken every two years,

[Co-option application form to be amended accordingly. ]

97/25 To review appointments to Committees and outside bodies etc.
On the proposal of Clir Paul Berry seconded by Cllr Craig Jones RESOLVED the revisions
as set out in Appendix D.
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Members discussed whether some Committees should be merged etc but the Clerk did
stress that the current pattern of meetings allowed for the preparation of reports etc to be
spread in a manageable way.

98/25 To receive Minutes as approved by the following Committees:

a) On the proposal of Cllr Doug Waller seconded by Clir Anna Rhodes
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Planning & Environment Committee
of 2 September and 7 October 2025 be received.

b) On the proposal of Cllr Phillip Day, seconded by Cllr Craig Jones
RESOLVED that the minutes of the F&GP Committee of 30 July and 24
September 2025 be received.

¢) On the proposal of Clir Phillip Day seconded by Clir Paul Berry
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Property Committee of 16 July 2025
be received.

d) On the proposal of Cllr Doug Waller seconded by Cllr Kate Rowbottom
RESOLVED that the minutes of the Working Practices Committee of 1
May 2025 be received.

99/25 Neighbourhood Wardens - to receive Wardens” Report for July, August and
September - previously circulated. NOTED

100/25 Date of Next Meeting — 7 January 2025.

Meeting finished at 8.25pm
APPENDIX A

County Cllr Report from Clir Mrs Amanda Jupp

Since it was introduced in December 2022, West Sussex County Council’s Lane Rental
Scheme has significantly reduced the inconvenience caused to residents by

roadworks. The Council is one of the first four local authorities in the country to operate a
Jane rental scheme. It was introduced because West Sussex experiences more than the
average amount of roadworks for a county road network. Across the network on any
given day there can be as many as 117 individual sets of road works on its 2,500 miles
(4,000km) of roads, with 42,648 permits issued in 2024. Since the scheme has been in
place it has reduced time taken for roadworks by more than 3,000 days, equivalent to
nearly 8 and a half years, seen the length of time taken for utility roadworks shortened by
32.48% and helped generate £millions for reinvestment in local highways network.

Government-endorsed Lane rental schemes allow a highway authority to charge up to
£2,500 a day for works on its busiest roads. The daily rate charged varies according to the
type of work and the disruption it will cause. The scheme encourages utility companies
and contractors to plan works so that less time is needed to close or restrict aceess to
pavements and roads. Residents living near roads where it is applied also experience less
noise, ait pollution and inconvenience at peak times. Revenue raised by the scheme is
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reinvested in the highways network including trials of the use of new technology, such as
Al to detect and repair safety defects and a proportion is reserved for road-related
community schemes. Organisations can apply to the Lane Rental Surplus Fund for
projects that benefit West Sussex highways.

Across West Sussex 907 roads are included in the scheme, but not every important
arterial route in the county is covered. The Council is consulting with the Government to
allow it to inciude important rural roads and link sections of busy routes to ensure there is
a connected and cohesive network that benefits the whole county.

The Highways Teams have spent the first six months of this financial year delivering
essential works to strengthen the resilience of the county’s road network ahead of the
winter season. These efforts aim to keep West Sussex moving, whatever the weather
brings. While there has been a continued focus on repairing safety defects such as
potholes, ensuring that the highways network is prepared for winter weather has been a
top priority. Between 1 April and 30 September 2025, the teams have:

o Completed 164.6 miles of surfacing and large-scale patching
s Tulfilled 8 large scale and 25 small scale capital drainage schemes

e Repaired 13,977 potholes using both ‘sawn and sealed” patching and *spray
injection’ patching methods

» Reduced the average time between receiving a report of a pothole and
carrying out the repair to 12 days

e Cleansed 45,793 drainage gullies

« Carried out 250 drainage jetting jobs and 491 iron work replacement or
reset works

With the onset of winter, there will be increasing clearance of drainage systems to ensure
water can run off the roads as effectively as possible should there be heavy rain, Extra
resources are being provided and we will be working with our district and borough
council partners, who have responsibility for clearing the roadside gullies, to keep our
drainage network clear and free flowing. However, it is not just the rain that causes
disruption on the roads - both cold temperatures and falling trees can make roads difficult
to navigate. We have recently carried out Operation Snowflake, which is where
maintenance checks are carried out on gritting vehicles and all routes are test driven to
ensure there are no issues in utilising the 9,000 tonnes of salt that is kept in the highways’
depots. The operations team have also been working across the county, removing 1277
diseased or dangerous trees, cutting back vegetation and cleaning roadside signs to
improve visibility and keep users of our roads, footways and public rights of way safe.

Recycling Centres have switched to their autumn and winter opening hours from
Wednesday 1 October 2025 until Tuesday 31 March 2026. During this period, all
centres will be open from 9am to 4pm. To reflect reduced visitor numbets, some centres
will close for an additional day each week. The updated opening days locally are
Billingshurst - Monday to Wednesday, Saturday and Sunday
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Horsham - Monday, Thursday to Sunday
All centres will be closed on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year's Day.

Local Government Reform: West Sussex County Council has stated its preference fora
single unitary authority for the whole of the county as its preferred option for local
government reorganisation. The council maintains that a single authority is best for
providing high-quality and financial sustainable services to residents. A business case for
local government reorganisation in West Sussex was developed and agreed by all 8
councils in the county. Each council is taking its own decision on its preferred

option. The joint business case and each authority’s preference was submitted to
Government on 26 September for a final decision in Spring 2026.

The business case for West Sussex draws on feedback from the views of 9,000 residents
who took part in engagement work over the summer. What came across very strongly in
the responses was a desire for focal councils to be focused on the differing needs of the
places they are responsible for, and for an effective local voice in shaping decisions. This
will be a key requirement to build into the new unitary council or councils when they are
created. The Government will run its own consultation on the options in the coming
months, giving the public a chance to express their view based on the full business case,
including the estimated financial impact of each option, which was not available for the
carlier engagement exercise.

New campaign for sexual health: WSCC Jaunched its new Be SAFE campaign during
the recent Sexual Health Week to promote the importance of regular testing for sexually
transmitted infections (STIs) and making the right choice when it comes to contraception.
SAFE stands for ‘Sex Aware, Feel Empowered’. The new webpage provides an
overview of reliable sources of information you can trust, so you can quickly and easily
find where you can go for services, advice and support such as STI testing, free condoms
and more across West Sussex.

Road safety is taking centre stage in Sussex secondary schools this autumn with the
return of Theatre-in-Education performances. These engaging shows use drama, humour
and audience participation to help students learn about road traffic dangers in a
memorable way.

«  Year 7 students (ages 11-12) will see Look Up, a show focused on
pedestrian safety and responsibility, which is particularly important for
those who may be walking to school without their parents for the first
time.

«  Year 11 students (ages 15-16) will watch Take a Second, which explores
the impact of choices made as passengets and future drivers as they reach
their final year of secondary school.

The programme is supported by the County Council, and neighbouring authorities in East
Sussex and Brighton & Hove, reflecting a shared commitment to road safety education.

Flu Vaccinations — flu can be very unpleasant for children and can sometimes cause
serious problems, such as pneumonia. Children under the age of 5 years have one of the
highest rates of hospital admissions due to flu. Getting children vaccinated not only
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protects them but also helps protect their families. It reduces the risk of flu spreading to
relatives who may be more vulnerable, such as grandparents or family members with
long-term health conditions. Vaccination can also help prevent the disruption flu causes,
meaning less likelihood of necding time off work or other activities to care for a sick
child, or becoming unwell oneself. The nasal spray flu vaccine for children is quick, safe
and helps keep families and communities protected over winter. It is offered to children
aged 2 to 3 years, school-aged children (Reception to Year 11) and children with certain
Jong-term health conditions.

APPENDIX B
District Cllr Report from Cllr Mark Baynham

Local Government Reorganisation (LGR)

Councillors will be aware that HDC submitted its proposal for LGR last month. Our
submission was for the formation of two Unitary Authorities across West Sussex. The first
would comprise of Horsham District, Crawley Borough and Mid-Sussex District. The
second would be Chichester, Arun, Worthing and Adur. This proposal was supported by all
seven District and Borough Councils and was overwhelmingly supported in the public
engagement. WSCC proposed an alternative of one single Unitary Authority across West
Sussex. We expect a provisional decision to be made by the Minister for Local
Government, Steve Reed, in the early part of the New Year to be followed by a
consultation process led by MHCLG.

The 2 unitary option would mean representation would be based on the existing County
Divisions, with two members elected for each division. That would mean 140 Councillors
across the two authorities. The competing WSCC proposal envisages 97 Councillors in
total.

Water Neutrality

A letter was received by HDC on 31 October 2025 from Natural England in which they
have withdrawn their position statement on water neutrality. Why has the position
statement been withdrawn?

Southern Water, Natural England and the Environment Agency have agreed a package of
measures that they believe will protect the environment at Pulborough Brooks. These
include:

1. No additional abstraction pressure — Southern Water will volunteer a licence reduction,
which in its abstraction licence from 16 — 13 MV/d (average) and 30 — 27 MI/d (peak).

2. On-site water level management — RSPB will manage sluices to maintain suttable water
depths and prevent further deterioration of site features.

3. Monitoring of site features — Southern Water will continue building a scientific baseline
of site conditions, providing assurance that the agreed measures are effective.

4. Ecological resilience measures— A package of actions (e.g. reprofiling/desilting ditches,
removing invasive species) to improve site resilience and ensure the licence complies with
the Habitats Regulations.

HDC is reviewing this letter, and the evidence because we are the legal competent
authority and need to be certain the evidence is sound. But this means that building
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development in the District will likely no longer be constrained by the water neutrality
requirement.

Billingshurst specific

Better Billingshurst Fund
[ am expecting the first meeting of the Spending Panel to be convened later this month and
look forward to getiing the selected projects off the ground.

Billingshurst Car Parks

I note that later on the agenda you will be considering whether to submit an expression of
interest for the transfer of the HDC car parks in Billingshurst to the Parish Council. But [
notice that the paper only references the Six Bells and Library car parks. There is of course
a third small car park behind Jengers Mead and I would advise that you consider this as
well.

However, I also note that one of the options put forward in the paper on car park
management could be to outsource management to a private company who would not
charge a fee but would be entitled to any income generated by fines. This would be a
mattet of concern for me as it would mean that the interests of car park users would not be
a priority with a business model that drives what could be an overly aggressive fines
regime. Such a proposal could be a barrier to any potential transfer.

APPENDIX C
District Clir Report from Clir John Troliope

As Councillor Baynham has given you the HDC update, I will confine myself to the
agenda item concerning the oak trees on Willow Drive with the recommendation being to
fell pending a bat roosting survey.

Tt is unfortunate that we are not able to review HDC's initial decision to suspend the TPO
protection. However, this issue on Willow Drive is far from an isolated case and the law
allowing a weak standard of proof to justify felling is open to legal challenge as argued
by Save Bill Oaks' solicitor Richard Buxton. As to why this issue was not stopped at the
DC level, I raised the following motion at the Oct 10 full council meeting to avoid the
same issue in the future.

In summary, Horsham District Council notes:

* That Tree Preservation Orders (TPOs) and conservation areas are a vital tool for
protecting trees of significant amenity value and trees provide great benefit to our
communities.

* That under current legislation, local authorities may be liable for compensation claims
where consent to fell or prune a protected tree is refused and damage or loss is
subsequently incurred.

* That several other local authorities have also written to the government, calling for
legislative reform around TPOs and associated compensation liabilities.
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* That officers are reviewing current procedures to ensure tree felling applications are
handled rigorously taking into account the amenity value of the trees and any alternatives
to felling with ward member consultation as standard.

Horsham District Council believes:

% That the law should be amended to limit liability to situations where it has been
demonstrated that there is no viable alternative to felling a tree and the local authority still
refuses consent

* That reform is necessary to ensure that local authorities can confidently refuse
applications to fell without fear of disproportionate financial consequences.

Horsham District Council resolves to:

Ask the Cabinet Member for Planning and Infrastructure to write to the government
urging them to review and amend the legislation governing TPOs and compensation
liability, and request that the Local Government Association and relevant professional
bodies support this call for reform.

As for today's recommendation to fell pending the results of a bat survey, it is difficuit for
me to address the points made by PC's solicitor as a copy of it is not in the public domain.
However, it is evident to me from the last extraordinary meeting held in September that
we "are on the same side” in not wanting the trees to be felled so I would urge BPC to
allow the community to see a copy of it to ensure the fairest and most judicious outcome
for Billingshurst.

Some further points on this:

* I urge the councillors to consider that most of the existing materials we are relying on to
fell come from the claimants who want the trees cut down.

* Tt is hoped that BPC will urge the homeowner and Axa to consent o an engineering
report done by a qualified, third party as the information we are relying on is very out of
date and incomplete and flawed. It is essential for any fair decision that we know the
exact nature and state of the nuisance this is causing to the homeowner.

* BPC should make public the wording of the actual threat of severe financial liability
from the insurance company

* That any bat survey is especially not done by the company engaged to fell the trees but
by a qualified third party and that this survey be comprehensive

* That BPC members acknowledge the strong local sentiment to not fell the trees as
evidenced by the more than 3500 signatures imploring for these trees to be saved and
natjonally as evidenced by the media coverage this case is generating.

* The councillors are asked to give special consideration to Richard Buxton's two emails
on this including one sent today containing preliminary arboriculturist advice.

Tonight, it is hoped that BPC do not support the motion to fell but instead vote on an
alternative motion for a further deferral to give time for proper due diligence on the
merits of felling as there is still much left to be done.

If it is not contrary to council procedures and also with apologies for the last-minute
nature of this, may I read out Colette's very short statement?
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Billingshurst Parish Council Minutes of the Meeting of Billingshurst
Parish Council 5 November 2025

[From Colette Blackburn, Cabinet Member for Climate Action and Nature Recovery|

I wholeheartedly support residents and my Councillor colleagues, both District and
Parish, in all their efforts to save the oak trees in question. I know that huge efforts have
been made by all involved. Personally speaking, and like many others, I find it wrong that
a Village Parish Council can find itself in the position of having to vote for an action that
is at odds with its residents’, as well as its own, wishes. The insurance company has
received the premiums required to insure the property and, being a very large
multinational business, ought to have enough social responsibility instincts (if not actual
policy) to correct the situation without damaging the local environment. I look forward to
hearing the outcome of tonight’s meeting.

Colette wanted to attend tonight's meeting but it clashes with a council meeting she
cannot miss.

APPENDIX D
COMMITTEES, WORKING PARTIES AND REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
2025-26
(The Couneil has set the max. membership for Committees ta 10 members.}
COMMITTEES
Pianning & Environment DW, FA, KR, DH, AR, JI1
Property PB, SD, P}, EB, CG, CJ, DW, DH
Finance & General Purposes PB, PD, EB, CG, JH, CJ, TL
Working Practices DW, CG, KR, AR, CJ, SD, IM
Billingshurst Centre PB,SD. PD,EB, JH, CJ, TL
Complaints {5 members Max) PB, SD.TL, CG
Complaints Chairman SD
WORKING PARTIES
Neighbourhood Plan in abeyance
Internal Audit PD, CG
Traflic Calming PB, IM, TL
Sustainable Energy Efficicncy PD, CG, CJ
Mission & Vision CG, PD, Cl, PB

Bold indicates Chairman/Vice Chairman

REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
Bhurst Sports & Recn. Assn, (BSRA) x2 [CG, 5D, (To ensure that two can always attend)

CPRE DH
Friends of Station Road Gardens xI CI
HALC (H'ham Assn Local Counciis) PD, SD
N'hood Warden Steering Group x2 SD, KR
Parish and Neighbouwrhood Climate D

Action Network
Rural Market Towns Group (RMTG) 5D
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD}|CG, 5D
W/Group -+ $106 meetings. This will
wind-up once the BIF is operational.
Better Billingshurst Fund (BIF) x3 + CG, DW, CI. (PD = RESERVE)

officer.

Trustee of Dawavood Pre-Schoot x§ 5D
West Sussex Association Local Councils [PD, SD
(WSALC) AGM x2

Comemunity Partnership xi KR
Yeuth liasion - all matters CG

Updated 08:11°2025
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