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PARISH

To All Councillors,

You are summoned to an EXTRAORDINARY Meeting of Billingshurst Parish Council on
MONDAY 29 September 2025 at 7pm at the Billingshurst Centre.

Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting and speak for a maximum of three
minutes about an item on the agenda for this meeting during the Public Session at the
discretion of the Chairman. They must give their name. AT THIS MEETING, IF ANY
MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WOULD LIKE TO SPEAK, PLEASE CONTACT THE
CLERK IN ADVANCE TO RESERVE A 3-MINUTE SPEAKING SLOT.
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G.C. Bur,

Clerk to the Council 22 September 2025

Please note that all supporting papers can be found on the Councils’ website.

AGENDA

1. Chairman’s Announcements.

2. Apologies for Absence.
3.  To Receive Declarations of Interest and consider any requests for a dispensation.
Adjournment for

4. Public Session (Members of the Public may speak for up to 3 minutes at the
discretion of the Chairman). They must give their name.

Resume Meeting

5.  Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16 September 2025. (Previously
sent)

6. To consider landlord consent requests from HDC to carry out projects at Jubilee
Fields, Station Road Community Gardens and Lower Station Road Recreation
Ground, which have been suggested as part of the Better Billinghurst community
infrastructure program — Appendix A.

7.  Date of Next Meeting — 5 November 2025

Members of the public should be aware that being present at a meeting of the Council
or one of its Committees or Sub-Committees will be deemed as the person having given
consent to being recorded (photograph, film or audio recording) at the meeting, by any
person present.

Council Office: Billingshurst Centre
Roman Way, Billingshurst, West Sussex RH14 9QW
Tel: 01403 782555 Email: council@billingshurst.gov.uk



APPENDIX A

BILLINGSHURST PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY 29 SEPTEMBER 2025

BETTER BILLINGSHURST INVESTMENT FUND (BBIFK)

FOR DECISION

REPORT BY CLERK

1 reported to Council in May last on work being done by Horsham District Council (HDC) to
address a perceived deficit in infrastructure caused by new housing in the parish, via a Betfer
Billingshurst Investment Fund made up of 8106 funds and new money provided by HDC.

Projects were suggested by various stakeholders over the last 12 months. As some of the
projects are on Parish Council land, Clirs RESOLVED to welcome the invesiment in its open
spaces and consider in detail the proposals following the public consultation, prior to giving
any landlord’s consent. [The Council wishes to see all comments relating (o its sites, suitably
anonymised. Any consultation literature to make clear that the Parish Council has not
considered the proposals in detail therefore currently is neither supportive or otherwise. |
(Min 39/25 refers)

The projects on BPC land are detailed in the aftached slides, along with relevant extracts from
the public consultation conducted by HDC over the summer.

These are only concepts at the moment and those projects that the Parish Council is willing to
support/permit to be constructed on its land, will go to the Better Billingshurst Investment
Panel (which comprises representatives from both the Parish and District Councils ef al) this
autumn which will decide what projects are progressed.

As the projects were not discussed with officers of the Parish Council before they were
launched, officers comments are as per below.

In addition, | am obliged to point out to members that whilst HDC will be funding and
managing these projects, no accompanying funds are provided for onward maintenance,
although it accepted that initial maintenance will be low.

Groups with formal interests in the sites have been asked the attend the meeting and/or
convey their views in advance.

LOWER STATION ROAD RECREATION GROUND

Al | New ball sport area south of Tennis The Council previously rejected a proposal
Courts by the Tennis Club to construct a fifth tennis
court here, citing the further encroachment
upon the green open space, amid much

opposition.
A2 | New seating area adjoining Tennis Club | A seat here was recently removed due to
and Scout Hut. anti-social behaviour.
A3 | New perimeter path The Parish Council struggles to maintain the

car park and access road, plus trim trail at




Jubilee Fields. Pathways are very expensive
{o maintain,

A4 | New Pump Track

This will further reduce the green open
space. HDC has failed to explain why a
more suitable sloping site in its ownership,
between Cherry Tree Close play area and the
bypass path cannot be utilised.

A5 | New Skate Park

This will further reduce the green open
space. The existing concrete skate park next
to the Parbrook already suffers with
subsidence/heave. A replacement facility is
required in the south of the village but
should be sited away from a watercourse.

A6 | Upgrade existing play area & new
signage

Welcomed. The play area looks tired and
requires refreshing.

General comment: This site is the only large open space in the parish unencumbered by
paths, marked games area and other facilities, lending itself to village events, informal
play and sports, dog exercise etc. We regularly receive comments from dog walkers at
Jubilee Fields complaining that too much of that site is given over to formal sports.

Station Road Community Gardens

Bl Ball Court resurfacing.

Welcomed although concern over costs
of maintaining.

B2 Improvements to Youth Shelter seating

arca

Welcomed.

B3 Ground level lighting

The Parish Council has in the past looked
at some lighting in the Gardens but it has
never been progressed. This proposal is
therefore welcomed, however officers
would object to lighting in the ground
due to reliability and cost of
maintenance. More conventional column-
mounted lighting is recommended.

Jubilee Fields

Ci New play area with cricket nets
relocated alongside.

Having been mentioned in the past this
would be a welcome addition to the
family offering at Jubilee Fields.
However, the proximity to the cricket
outfield would require careful
consideration. [Note, the suggested site is
actually in the leasehold ownership of the
Billingshurst Sports and Recreation
Association (BSRA) and it is doubted they
would be willing to take responsibility for
it, so there would need to be arrangements
put in place for BPC to look after this.

The Council is invited to consider if it is willing to give landlord’s consent for each project

accordingly.
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District

Potential Inprovements - Lower Station Road Recreation Ground

Council

Seating areas
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