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2To All Councillors,

You are summoned to a Meeting of Billingshurst Parish Council on Wednesday 4
November 2026 at 7pm at the Billingshurst Centre.

Members of the public are welcome to attend this meeting and speak for a maximum of
three minutes about an item on the agenda for this meeting during the Public Session at the

discretion of the Chairman. Ahey II%giVC their name.
oW

A TV
il 28 October 2026

Clerk to the Cou,

Please note that all supporting papers can be found on the Councils’ website.

AGENDA

1 Chairman’s Announcements.

2. Apologies for Absence.
3.  To Receive Declarations of Interest and consider any requests for a dispensation.
Adjournment for

4. Public Session (Members of the Public may speak for up to 3 minutes at the
discretion of the Chairman). They must give their name.

5. Reports from:

a. County & District Councillors

b. Council Representatives on Outside Bodies.
Resume Meeting

6.  Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting held on 2 September 2026. (Previously
sent)

7. Clerk’s Report.
8. To consider the future of trees at Willow Drive - Appendix A.
9.  To receive an update on HDC Draft Local Plan - Appendix B.
10. To consider draft calendar of meetings 2027 - Appendix C.
11.  To review appointments to Committees and outside bodies etc — Appendix D.
12.  To receive Minutes as approved by the following Committees:

a) Planning & Environment 1 September and 6 October 2026.

b) F&GP 29 July and 30 September 2026.

¢) Property Committee 10 June 2026

Council Office: Billingshurst Centre

Roman Way, Billingshurst, West Sussex RH14 9QW
Tel: 01403 782555 Email: council@billingshurst.gov.uk



d) Working Practices Committee 13 May 2026
(all previously circulated / on website.)
13.  Neighbourhood Wardens - to receive Wardens” Reports for August and September
previously circulated / on website.

14. Date of Next Meeting — 6 January 2027

Members of the public should be aware that being present at a meeting of the Council
or one of its Committees or Sub-Committees will be deemed as the person having

given consent to being recorded (photograph, film or audio recording) at the meeting,
by any person present.

Coungil Office; Billingshurst Centre
Roman Way, Billingshurst, West Sussex RHE4 9QW
Tel: 01403 782555 Email: council@billingshurst.gov.uk



APPENDIX A

BILLINGSHURST PARISH COUNCIL

WEDNESDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2026

TREES AT WILLOW DRIVE
REPORT BY CLERK
FOR DECISION

On 5 November 2025, in pursuance of a further report on the issue of the Council’s potential liability for
damage to a nearby property allegedly caused by roots of two trees in the ownership of the Council, a
decision was deferred pending further information, i.e. root barriers, up to date engineer’s report and a
bat survey etc. (Min 93/25 refers)

Subsequently we met with the insurers and the claim handler. They agreed to assist in {inding consultants
who could undertake a brand new full technical survey which the Council was willing to fund.
Unbeknown to the Council, the insurer appointed a consultant accordingly (at their cost).

Unfortunately as I have not had confirmation at this time from the insurer to place the document in the
public domain, I have circulated it to Councillors only under separate cover. (Conclusion on Page 16.)

Regrettably, this report, commissioned by our insurers, reaches the same conclusion as that reached by
the claimant’s original report several years ago, that the trees are causing damage.

In the meantime, the Council received the results of Ground Level Tree Assessment {of bat activity)
undertaken on 9 June. Report attached. It recommended a full survey be undertaken and this has been
commissioned for 24 May - 14 June 2027 (This is the accepted best window to undertake this within the
bat season.)

Both trees had consent to fell from the planning authority: one consent expired in February this year and
the other will expire on 18 December 2026.

The planning authority gave consent in May this year to sever roots of the two trees in the claimant’s
garden.

Work has since started on the repairing the claimant’s property.

[ hope to be able to confirm at the meeting our understanding that the insurer will fund the trees’ removal,
and the extent of the Council’s potential future liability.

Council is now invited to consider the following recommendation:

That following receipt of the additional independent report that supports the felling of the two Oak trees
at Willow Drive, the Council regretiably gives owner's consent to fell, subject to any mitigation measures
required to satisfy any matters arising from the full bat survey next Spring.

[Note. To date the Council has spent:

Desktop review of the original report £650.00

First bat survey £539.00

Legal advice — awaiting details as invoices cover all matters looked at but it is not broken down.]
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APPENDIX B

BILLINGSHURST PARISH COUNCIL

4 NOVEMBER 2026

DRAFT HORSHAM DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN
REPORT BY CLERK TO THE COUNCIL
FOR INFORMATION

At the extraordinary meeting on 19 August Council considered in detail and agreed a draft
fetter of objection to the Proposed Main Modifications to Horsham District Council’s Draft
Local Plan.

This was subsequently submitted.

Officers attended the examination hearings into the plan’s soundness in Horsham held carlier
this month on three occasions. (Cllr Trevor Leonard also attended in a private capacity.)

The Council was subsequently invited by BigStand (an anti-South Adversane site allocation
pressure group) to send a last minute joint submission with them and Pulborough and West
Chiltington Parish Councils) to the hearing inspector.

We suggested the following inclusion.

Having attended the session on Adversane/Kingswood, we remain unconvinced by the
responses that were given by the District Council and site promolers, most notably on

Kingswood’s impact on the wider road system, the availability of public transport and active
transport,

We believe that:

i No consideration has been given to the impact upon New Bridge on the A272 io the
northwest of the site, a major artery for the whole area.

il. No consideration has been given to the impact upon Billingshurst Railway Station
(the nearest railhead) where there is no scope to improve car parking, or create a
bus drop offiturnaround for the proposed shuitle from the new site. Mitigation
measures are impossible at this location, so this development would have a
disastrous impact upon south Billingshurst and the railbway station area in
particular.

Kingswood’s ability to attract investment for employment,

We believe that:



i. There is no evidence that the site can attract employment investment, evidenced by
the replacement with housing in the existing Billingshurst Trade & Business Park
of a site originally earmarked for local businesses wishing to relocate and /or
expand.

iL. Much of the Adversane site received consent for commercial use nearly 10 years
ago when the economy was much healthier; this has of course never been built out.

The role of the proposed secondary school.
We believe thai:

The submissions of the County Councils’ education representatives added confusion fo their
written siatement, Who is the school 1o serve? School rolls are falling so that theve will be
capacity at the existing Weald School in a few years anyway. Thus, one of the sites raison d’étre
is nonexisient.

Sadly, the Inspector in his summing up on the final day announced that he was minded to leave
all sites in the plan subject to minor modifications.

The cost of engaging NOVA Planning to draft our objection in just 3 weeks, atiend our meeting
on the 19 August and attend a further two online meetings was £3,500.

The Committee is invited to note this report.
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CALENDAR OF MEETINGS

2027

Billingshurst Parish Council

Calendar of Meetings ete 2027

January

6th Wednesday [Council and Trustee 7.00pm B

12th Tuesday Planning and Enviroment Committee 7.00pm - - -
13th Wednesday |Property Committee 7.00pm -
27th Wednesday |[Billingshurst Centre Committee 7.00pm -

27th Wednesday [Finance and General Purposes Committee 7.00pm

February

2nd Tuesday Planning and Environment Committee 7.00pm B ) o -
24th Wednesday [Billingshurst Centre Committee 700pm | o
24th Wednesday |Finance and General Purposes Committee 7.00pm -

March e

2nd Tuesday Planning and Environment Committee 7.00pm B

Jrd Wednesday [Annual Parish Mecting of Electors 7.00pm |T.B.C - B

10th Wednesday |Council and Trustee 7.00pm -
17th Wednesday |Working Practices Committee 7.00pm -

24th Wednesday |Property Committee 7.00pm ) -

31st Wednesday |Billingshurst Centre Committee 7.00pm

31st Wednesday |Finance and General Purposes Committee 7.00pm e
April

6th Tuesday Planning and Environment Committee 7.00pm -
28th Wednesday |Billingshurst Centre Committee 7.00pm

28th Wednesday |Finance and General Purposes Committee 7.00pm )

May ) )
4th Tuesday Planning and Environment Committee 7.00pm )

6th Thursday Parish & District Council elections

12th Wednesday [Annual Council and Trustee 7.00pm

19th Wednesday |Property Committee 7.00pm

26th Wednesday | Billingshurst Centre Commitiee 7.00pm

26th Wednesday |Finance and General Purposes Committee 7.00pm N el
June B )

1st Tuesday Planning and Environment Committee 7.00pm | . B B B
2nd Wednesday |Extraordinary Meeting of Parish Council (To approve a/es) |6.30pm __ [PVN B

2nd Wednesday |Working Practices Committee 7.00pm ]

16th Wednesday |Beacon Lighting @ Adversane / Sussex 1,550 anniversary 9.00pm __ |All Councillors Welcome

30th Wednesday [Billingshurst Centre Cominittee 7.00pm )

30th Wednesday |Finance and General Purposes Committee 7.00pm )

July o
6th Tuesday Planning and Environment Committee 7.00pm B

7th Wednesday [Council and Trustee 7.00pm

14th Wednesday [Property Committee 7.00pm -
28th Wednesday [Billingshurst Centre Committee 7.00pm )

28th Wednesday |Finance and General Purposes Committee 7.00pm | 3}
August

3rd Tuesday Planning and Environment Committee 7.00pm )
7th Saturday Family Activity Day @ Jubilee Fields Noon-4pm

September )

1st Wednesday |Council and Trustee 7.00pm

7th Tuesday Planning and Environment Committee 7.00pm

8th Wednesday |Property Committee 7.00pm _
29th Wednesday [Billingshurst Centre Committee 7.00pm

29th Wednesday |Finance and General Purposes Committee 7.00pm - B
October B -
Sth Tuesday Planning and Environment Committee 7.00pm o
6th Wednesday |Budget Workshop 7.00pm

13th Wednesday |Working Practices Committee 7.00pm B N
27th Wednesday |Billingshurst Centre Committee 7.00pm N
27th Wednesday |Finance and General Purposes Committee 7.00pm




GALENDAR OF MEETINGS

2027

November
2nd Tuesday Planning and Environment Committee 7.00pm
3vd Wednesday {Council and Trustee 7.00pm o
7th Sunday Remembrance Parade/Service All Councillors Welcome
17h Wednesday |Property Committee 7.00pmn
December
4th Saturday Christtnas Fayre @ Billingshurst Centre 10am-3pm
Hh Tuesday Planning and Envirenment Cominitiee 7.00pm
8th Wednesday |Working Practices Commitice 7.00pm
15th Wednesday  [Billingshurst Centre Commitlee 7.00pm
15th Wednesday  [Finance and Generat Purposes Commitiee 7.00pm
Nows | T e

1gs held in the Billingshurst Centre.
All Commitlee meetings to jheld in the Barnes Room, \1anley Room or Council (.hdmber 1 or 2 )
All Council Meetings to be held in Council Chambers | and 2 g Updaled 20/10/2026




APPENDIX IO

BILLINGSHURST PARISH COUNCIL

COMMITTEES, WORKING PARTIES AND REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

2026-27
(The Council has set the max. membership for Committees to 10 members.)
COMMITTEES
Planning & Environment DW, FA, AR, KR, DH, JH, MM
Property PD, PB, SD, EB, CJ, DW, DH, IM
Finance & General Purposes PD, CJ, AB, PB, EB, JH, TL, MM
Working Practices MM, JM, DW, KR, AR, CJ, SD, PB

Billingshurst Centre

CJ, PD, AB, PB, SD, EB, JH, TL, MM

Complaints (5 members Max)

PB, SD, TL, AB, MM

Complaints Chairman SD
WORKING PARTIES

Neighbourhood Plan In abeyance
Internal Audit PD, MM
Traffic Calming PB, JM, TL
Sustainable Energy Efficiency PD, CJ
Mission & Vision PD, CJ, PB

Bold indicates Chairman /Vice Chairman

REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

B'hurst Sports & Recn. Assn. (BSRA) x2

SD, CJ (To ensure that two can always attend) + Assistant Clerk

CPRE

DH

Friends of Station Road Gardens x1 CJ
HALC (H'ham Assn Local Councils) x2  [SD, MM
N'hood Warden Steering Group x2 SD, KR
Parish and Neighbourhood Climate Action |PD
Network

Rural Market Towns Group (RMTG) SD

Better Billingshurst Fund (BIIY) x3 +
officer.

DW, CJ, FA (PD = RESERVE)

Trustee of Dauxwood Pre-School x1 PB

West Sussex Association Local Councils  |SD, MM
(WSALC) AGM x2

Community Partnership x1 KR
Youth liasion - all matters AR

Updated 21/09/2026




