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Cllr Paul Berry, Chairman of the Council
Asusual it has been a very busy year for the Council.

During the year, Cllr Joe Horwood resigned and Cllr Brian Spicer took his place
following a bye election.

On STAFFING, we said goodbye to our former Litter Wardens Tobias and Haydn
and I would like to record the Council’s thanks to all their hard work over the course
of the years. We welcomed two new Litter Wardens: Alan Swainson and Colin Ellis
— both have settled in very well.

Our Councillors, who all give of their time freely, supported by Officers, run much of
the day to day affairs of the Council through our COMMITTEES which all meet in
public and to which anyone is always welcome to attend.

The PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT Committee met on 18 occasions in the last
year and considered 127 planning applications. The Committee chose not object to
109 of these; eight of which were subsequently refused by Horsham District Council.

The Committee objected or strongly objected to 13 applications; eight of which were
granted permission. These applications included Brinsbury Fields at Adversane, an
amendment to the approved development of 45 houses on land at the GP Surgery, and
an additional four houses on the remaining allotment land on Little East Street.
Decistons are still awaited on five applications.

A Parish Councillor attended the Planning Committee (South) Meeting at Horsham
District Council at which the application for Brinsbury was considered. He spoke in
objection to the plans but reported later that, although the planning objections raised
during the consultation process were considered valid, they were outweighed by the
perceived economic benefits of allowing the application.

Continuing the planning theme, our NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING
Committee, upon which sit representatives of several partner organisations, has been
working very hard, meeting near-monthly in addition to an ambitious program of very
successful consultation events required to give our evolving plan the necessary
community legitimacy. Having established what residents think should be the
priorities and possible solutions, the team are now sifting all this information with a
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view to start putting a draft plan together which of course will be consulted upon

further.

The PROPERTY Committee, meeting bi-monthly, overseas the management of the
Council’s various sites and other equipment and street furniture in the Council’s care.
It too has been very busy over the past 12 months:

At Jubi

lee Fields:

The Committee agreed to the marking out of additional football training
pitches, the erection of a sectional garage in the storage area, additional car
parking and the installation of a new perimeter fence to satisfy football league
requirements.

New fencing has been installed along the access road leading into the site
together with signage to try to discourage parking in the passing places.

WSCC is taking forward a Parish Council request to provide lighting on the
footbridge across the bypass to the site.

An interim survey of trees was carried out at last summer to ensure that there
was nothing urgent outstanding following on from the transfer of the site from
HDC to the Parish Council.

At Station Road Gardens:

New signs have been erected at the three entrances to the site.

We were thrilled when the Gardens secured a silver gilt award in the South &
South East in Bloom competition. This was the first entry for the site and the
success was a real testament to the hard work and commitment of the Council
contractors, staff members and the volunteers of the Friends of the Gardens.

At Lower Station Read Recreation Ground;

Elsewhere:

The Public Conveniences in Mill Lane were finally refurbished at a cost of
approximately £67,500, largely funded by S106 contributions and after a few
initial teething problems, are receiving much favourable comment. We have

entered them into the Loo of the Year Awards and look forward to the results.

Members will shortly be considering a specification for the improvement of
the main gateway to the site. As soon as the specification has been agreed by
the Committee, officers can proceed to get quotations for work which it is
hoped will be undertaken later this year.

Thanks to sponsorship, a Christmas Tree was returned to the Village Green
last December, much to the great delight of parishioners. The Council is
always looking for sponsorship and/or funding to allow consideration to be
given to extending the scheme further down the High Street.

The sponsorship of High Street planters has proved to be a great success, so
much so that all but one of the sponsors wished to renew for this coming
season. It has been proved so popular that we are adding the bed on the
Village Green to the scheme. We have recently approved the purchase of a
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second hand water bowser for the Council’s Garden Contractor to use to water
the displays more regularly. This is particularly important as we are also
entering the centre of the village into South & South East in Bloom this year.
We have already started to receive entries for our own local competition.

¢ The Committee agreed to support and encourage a WSCC-led Volunteer
Scheme which would help with the clearance of footpaths and overgrown
vegetation.

e We were very sad to hear of the passing of Mr Fred Humphrey who was a
long term resident of Adversane. It is believed that Fred was involved with
the building of the Adversane Hall many years ago and he was always the
person who opened up the hall in readiness for the Council’s autumn visits to
Adversane.

¢ Further wooden posts were erected last autumn on the Adversane Green to
deter unauthorised vehicle access to the site.

¢ A new bench has been installed at Clevelands Gardens to replace an aging
bench that was vandalised.

o We are awaiting a quotation to install an additional street light at Little East
Street for which funds are already available.

e There was significant damage to play equipment at Manor Fields last autumn
and officers are working with insurers to agree a way forward for replacement
equipment.

In the next year we are looking to possibly connect the Pavilion at Jubilee Fields to
the mains sewerage system; provide some bat and bird boxes at appropriate locations;
a large scale tree survey and mapping project and of course seek an operator to
provide light refreshments on a seasonal basis for a one year trial at Station Road
Gardens.

The FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES Committee confinues to keep a close
eye on the Council’s finances, about which the Clerk will report on in detail
separately.

The Committee has sponsored the setting —up of a Community Speedwatch team who
are now active.

The Committee has worked with residents in Five Oaks on the installation of gateway
features and we are now applying for licences to install a Speed Indicator Device
(SID) nearby.

We have received what must be a record number of requests for traffic calming,
mainly for areas about which we are already aware. Unfortunately many requests we
have made in the past to WSCC have been declined, often because they do not score
high enough when WSCC compare them against other requests.

The Council continues to fund regular youth sessions in the village, in a tri-
partnership with Horsham Matters and Pulborough Parish Council. It also supports
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other voluntary organisations in the village by way of our GRANTS program and in
2017-18 awarded the following:

Grants awarded by Billingshurst Parish Council
Summary

Applicant 2017-18
Victim Support Sussex 50.00 o
West Sussex Association for the Blind 100.00
St Catherine's Hospice 20000 |
Billingshurst Centre 2,000.60 o
Billingshurst Community Partnership
Luncheon Club 600.00
Billingshurst Community Transport 1,500.00 o
West Sussex Mediation Service 150.00

460000

The Council welcomes grant applications at any time of year.

Full Council itself has been preoccupied during the last few months with the
announcement that we were to lose our three banks. We were pleased to facilitate
opportunities on two occasions for residents to tell the banks what they thought and
we would have let you tell a third, but they withdrew at the 11th hour. A private
meeting was subsequently held and a report on that will be given on another occasion.
This was one of those issues where the Council was able to try to champion the

- community’s interests. We knew the banks would not change their minds but it was
important that they knew what you thought and we hoped that the comments given
might help shape any planned visits by mobile banks in the future.

The Council, along with other Parish Councils in the district was approached by
Horsham District Council who was offering to help fund new Neighbourhood Warden
Schemes. As the Parish Council had looked at a similar scheme before which it had
been unable to progress, together with the significant impact on the Council Tax, it
was keen that parishioners’ views were known prior to the Council taking a decision.
To this end, we are extremely grateful to all those who sent e-mails or letters giving
their views. This was one of the most successful consultations ever undertaken by the
Council, and as a result of the resounding number of comments in favour, we look
forwarded to seeing the Wardens out and about by late Spring/early Summer. We are
sure that they will help deal with the anti-social behaviour and many other issues that
you told us were important to you. '

The BILLINGSHURST CENTRE COMMITTEE continues to meet monthly to
oversee the Billingshurst Centre of which the Parish Council is the Sole Managing
Trustee (and meets as Trustee approximately 3 times per year.)

Daily management is left to Manager Norma Sullivan supported by an excellent team.
Satisfaction amongst hirers continues to rise, which is also reflected in the accounts
where income is set to exceed operational expenditure once again. Projects currently
being considered are CCTV, improved surface drainage to the rear and refurbishment
of the toilets. The Parish Council continues to try its best to communicate with its
residents using different media such as Facebook, Twitter and website. In response to
a suggestion we have increased our number of pages in the monthly Village Tweet
from one to two. We are always happy to consider further suggestions.
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Since joining the Council in 2003, I have seen the Council improve the way it
communicates with its parishioners considerably. Sadly, public attendance at Parish
Council and Committee meetings remains low and often there is a limited response to
consultations etc. Many people probably feel that when commenting upon matters to
their local Councils and other organisations that they are often ignored. This is
perhaps particularly the case given the amount of largely unwanted development we
have seen the area, and continue to see: we are losing our banks and have seen
changes in our waste collection services. Many feel that they have been ignored
regarding such matters. I want to take the opportunity to remind our parishioners that
vour Parish Council is non-political, your most local Councillors do not act on behalf
of political parties, they vote independently based upon what they as individuals think
is in the best interests of Billingshurst, I strongly believe that in a majority of cases,
your Parish Councillors vote upon matters taking the majority view into account, there
can be no better example of this when the Council was deciding whether to proceed
~with Neighbourhood Wardens; 80% of the comments received were in favour of
proceeding.

I urge all our Parishioners to take a more active interest in matters the Parish Council
is involved in, tell us what you think and get involved. The Council makes it easier
than ever to let you know what it is up to, via its web site and social media and
monthly updates in the Village Tweet. There is an election in 2019, democracy would
be seen to be better served if over 15 candidates stood so it was a contested election,
so please consider standing.

A full version of this report will be put on the Council’s website but in closing may I
thank all Councillors and staff, both inside and out for all their hard work and support
over the last year. Whereas it is perhaps a little unfair to single anyone out I would
particularly like to thank the Clerk who joined us around 18 months ago and has made
great in-roads in improving the Council’s procedures and helping to ensure that the
Council runs professionally, openly and legally. Thank you to Cllr Lesley Wilding
who stepped down as Vice Chairman last summer and to Cllr Alan Grant for taking
on the Vice Chairman role last September.

Billingshurst Parish Council at 31 March 2018

Chairman Cllr Paul Berry Clerk Mr Greg Burt

Vice-Chairman Clir Alan Grant Office Manager Mrs Liz Berry
Assistant Clerk Miss Jo Booth
Office Admin Mrs Sarah Meyer
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Colin Ellis + Alan Swainson
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Parish Council as at 31 March 2018
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Cllr Barry Barnes 13 Carpenters, Billingshurst 01403 780660
Cllr Paul Berry 8 Nightingale Walk, Billingshurst 07880 507 666
Cllr Garry Commins 130 Forge Way, Billingshurst 01403 780527
Cllr Adam Du-Lieu 110 High Street, Billingshurst. RH14 9QS 07835 935 064
Cllr Alan Grant Tanners Cottage, Lordings Road, Adversane 01403 784165
Cllr Dave Homer 24 Coombe Hill, Billingshurst 01403 782824
ClIr Miss Sue Kingston 15 Daux Avenue, Billingshurst (1403 782820
Clir Paul Leaney 11 Rowan Drive, Billingshurst (01403 783812
Clir Roy Margetts 47 Coombe Hill, Billingshurst 01403 784487
ClIr Andrew Pearson Denecroft, Little East Street, Billingshurst 01403 782080
ClIr Jon Perks 6 Hawthorn Way, Billingshurst 07863 336 999
ClIr Ken Peters 31 Saddlers Close, Billingshurst 07874 855 387
Cllr Brian Spicer 7 Wood Croft, Billingshurst 01403 785173
Cllr Mrs Lesley Wilding 26 Carpenters, Billingshurst 01403 783192
Cllr Mrs Sarah Wilson 37 Carpenters, Billinghurst 01403 786271

15 Councillors
0 vacancies
Next Parish elections May 2019.

The Full Council meets on the first Wednesday of every other month and has the

following Committecs:

Planning and Environment

Property

Finance and General Purposes

Billingshurst Centre
Working Practices

Neighbourhood Plan Steering

meets at least monthly
meets bi-monthly
meets monthly

meets monthly

meets bi-monthly
meets monthly

REPORT OF THE RESPONSIBLE FINANCIAL OFFICER

Copies of Part 2 of the Annual Return for 2016-17 have been circulated; these are the
most recent audited accounts for the Council. T suspect however that you are more

interested in the 2017-18 accounts and a summary of these are shown below.
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201617 Income 201718
1,727.45 Parks & Open Spaces 391255
10,296.15 General Admin 9,367.84
17,322.28 Highways 39,550.74
5.15 Lighting -
443.91 interest 11378 |
21,400.01 VAT Refunds 45,56192.48
280,790.00 Precept 258,408.00 '
6,572.00 CTR Grant 131400 |
BCC Salaries recharge 1567872 |
27,650.00 One-offs to Reserves 57,995.07 |
Vat on income 414508 |
366,215.95 436,014.26
Expenditure
48,228.22 Parks & Open Spaces 42 015.83
55,754.69 General Admin £5,289.25
118,483.83 Salaries 155,508.20 |
20,296.42 Village Halls 20,492.70
2,933.84 Highway Cleaning 388426 |
3,842.47 Lighting 2,761.34
3,007.36 s137 4,425 .80
7,358.27 VAT paid to HMRC 2212115
22,454.39 From Resenes 118,601.64
18,903.12 VAT paid to suppliers 36,615.86
301,302.61 461,806.73

Points to highlight are:

1.

These are only draft based on Receipts and Payments, not Income and
Expenditure which is what the final accounts will reflect.

Even though the Precept went down, Income overall is up due in part to
significant S106 contributions being received, and on the flip side expenditure
is up, for the same reason, that is, expenditure on the Public Toilets

refurbishment.

Salaries are up, this is due primarily to having to pay the permanent members
of the Centre’s staff for ease of pension contributions, via the Council’s own
Payroll, not the Centre’s. As you can see, these are being reclaimed from the
Centre.

Following Best Practice, the Council appointed a new Internal Auditor for
2017-18. This means that fresh eyes are looking at how we do things and he
has already made several suggestions that we have, or will be acting upon.

2017-18 was the last year we were in receipt of the Council Tax Reduction
Grant received from the Government via Horsham District Council.

Because the Council didn’t take forward the Community Warden Scheme in
2016-17 the Precept went down in 17-18, effectively returning the amount in
its entirety taken from Council Tax Payers in 2016-17, honouring a pledge
made at the time.
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L.ooking to the year ahead:

a) The decision to fund the new Neighbourhood Wardens will mean that the part
a Band D Council Tax payer will pay to the Parish Council will increase from
£67.72 to £86.04 from 1st April 2018 (27.06%). This follows a reduction in
17-18 0f 11.62%.

b) The Council is moving from a multitude of spreadsheets on which it keeps its
accounts to a bespoke software package from this financial year.

¢) The Council is only in a position to undertake significant projects where the
majority if not all funds can be secured from grants and other sources.

G C Burt
10/04/2018



