
 
 

 

  
 

Neighbourhood Wardens’ Monthly Report 
September 2026 – Billingshurst Parish  

 

The monthly update from your Neighbourhood Wardens, Louisa Hull and Ross Phillips 
 

Project Work 

'Brick Lab' Construction Club 

           

  

Brick Lab Construction Club Continues to Build Success 

We are delighted to share that our Brick Lab Construction Club has now been running successfully for several weeks, 
providing a fun, engaging, and educational activity for home-schooled and home-educated children within our 
community. 

The club has quickly become a popular and welcoming space where children can explore their creativity, tackle 
construction challenges, and bring their ideas to life through building projects. Each session encourages imaginative 
thinking, problem-solving, and perseverance, as participants work through different designs and construction tasks. 

Beyond the enjoyment of building, the club offers a range of developmental benefits. Manipulating bricks and small 
construction pieces helps to strengthen fine motor skills, improving hand strength, coordination, dexterity, and 
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control. These skills play an important role in many everyday activities, including writing, drawing, and practical tasks 
that children encounter both at home and in education. 

The club also places a strong emphasis on collaborative play. Children work together on shared projects, learning 
how to communicate ideas, listen to others, negotiate solutions, and support their peers. These valuable social 
experiences help to build confidence, encourage teamwork, and strengthen friendships in a positive and inclusive 
environment. 

It has been fantastic to see the enthusiasm, creativity, and cooperation shown by all those attending. We are proud 
of the welcoming atmosphere that has developed over the past few weeks and look forward to continuing to 
provide opportunities for children to learn, create, and connect through play. 

A huge thank you to everyone who has supported the launch of 'Brick Lab' so far. We are excited to see what our 
young builders create next! 

The Club is open to children aged 8-14 years and runs at 'The Depot' 83a High Street, Billingshurst, RH14 
9QX on Thursdays 1000-1200. 

 

Chapel Corner Gardens – Trinity United Reformed Church 

 

Progress on the Chapel Corner Gardens project has been slower than anticipated in recent months, largely due to 
the prolonged period of hot, dry weather. With planting conditions far from ideal, we have taken the opportunity to 
pause and carefully plan the next exciting phase of the scheme, ensuring that the new planting has the best possible 
chance to thrive. 

Despite the delay, there has been some fantastic news. The garden was kindly entered by Billingshurst Parish Council 
into the South & South East in Bloom competition in the 'Gardening with Young People' category and was awarded 
a Silver Gilt. This recognition is a testament to the hard work, enthusiasm, and partnership that has driven the 
project forward. 

The award reflects the collaborative efforts of students from Woodview at Ingfield Manor School, who worked 
alongside us earlier in the year to clear the existing beds and borders, creating a blank canvas for the transformation. 
Their contribution laid the foundations for the redesigned garden, which was subsequently brought to life through 
the expertise of David Neale Landscapes, whose redesign and construction work has helped turn the vision for the 
space into reality. 

We are looking forward to moving into the planting phase in the coming months and continuing to develop a 
welcoming and attractive community garden that can be enjoyed by residents and visitors alike. 
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If you wish to help with the planting or ongoing maintenance of this community garden, please contact us at 
billingshurstwardens@horsham.gov.uk 

Fundraising – Go Fund Me 

The Go Fund Me page is still live and we will need to purchase some topsoil, and more 
plants so please do donate if you are happy to. The GoFundMe page can be accessed by 
scanning the QR code or by visiting the link: https://gofund.me/66b275c9e 

 

Chapel Corner Gardens social media is available via the links below. 

On Instagram: 

https://www.instagram.com/chapelcornergardens 

On Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/chapelcornergardens 

 

Youth Provision 

Youth Boxing Programme 

Following the summer break, our popular Youth Boxing Programme has successfully returned, with strong 
attendance from existing participants and a welcome influx of new members joining from this year's Year 7 intake. 

The programme continues to attract a diverse group of young people, with a healthy mix of boys and girls taking part 
and strong representation from school years 7 through to 13. It has been particularly encouraging to see older 
participants helping to create a supportive and inclusive environment for younger students as they settle into the 
sessions. 
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As well as promoting physical fitness and healthy lifestyles, the programme provides valuable opportunities for 
young people to develop confidence, self-discipline, resilience, and mutual respect. The continued growth in 
attendance demonstrates the programme's popularity and highlights the important role it plays in providing positive 
activities and constructive engagement for local young people outside of school hours. 

We would like to thank all participants, parents, and partners for their ongoing support and look forward to building 
on this success throughout the coming months. 

 

If you’d like to know more about WBC Cares UK please take a look at their website here: 

https://www.wbccaresuk.org/ 
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Youth Club @ The Depot 

 

 
 

The Billingshurst Youth Club returned on Wednesday 9th September 
and it has been positive to see the number of new Year 6 young 
people coming along as well as those returning from the summer 
term. 
 
On Wednesday 23rd September 16 young people attended and most 
of the group had a try at making fresh pasta which was great fun ... 
and somewhat messy! We also made some pizzas out of bread rolls 
too. The group have also asked to hold a Japanese themed night and 
a halloween night during October. 
 
The Youth Club is currently aimed at young people in school years 6-
8 although some young people in older year groups are returning to 
help support running activities and the tuck shop. The numbers of 
young people attending has really shown the need for a safe place 
for young people to meet and spend time with their peers. Sessions 
cost £3 to attend for non-members of 4TheYouth and £2 for 
members. Details about all the youth clubs run by 4TheYouth and 
how to become a member are available at their website: 

https://www.4theyouth.co.uk/ 
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Lunchtime visits to Billingshurst Primary Academy 

Our regular lunchtime engagement sessions at the local primary school continue to provide an invaluable opportunity 
to build positive relationships with young people, particularly those within Key Stage 2. 

Through play and informal conversations, these sessions allow pupils to get to know the Neighbourhood Warden team 
in a fun, relaxed, and familiar environment. By establishing these connections early, we aim to ensure that children 
see us as trusted, approachable members of the community whom they can talk to if they have concerns or need 
support. 

The sessions also help us to better understand the interests, challenges, and experiences of local young people, 
enabling us to engage with them more effectively both in school and within the wider community. As many of these 
pupils eventually transition to The Weald School, the relationships formed during primary school can help provide 
continuity and familiarity during what can be a significant change in their educational journey. 

In addition, these early positive interactions often prove beneficial when we encounter young people elsewhere in the 
community. Familiarity and trust help to foster respectful engagement, allowing us to support, guide, and positively 
influence young people as they grow and become more independent. 

We are grateful to the school for its continued support of these sessions and are pleased to see the enthusiasm with 
which pupils engage each week. This ongoing partnership remains an important part of our preventative and 
community-focused approach to working with local children and young people. 

 

Visits to meet Year 7 Students at The Weald 

Alongside our primary school engagement work, we have continued our regular weekly visits to The Weald School, 
maintaining contact with many of the young people we have worked with throughout their time in primary 
education. 

It has been particularly rewarding to see familiar faces as pupils make the transition into Year 7 and begin the next 
stage of their educational journey. The relationships and trust built through our lunchtime engagement sessions over 
a number of years mean that many students already know who we are and feel comfortable approaching us for a 
chat, advice, or support when needed. 

This continuity of engagement is a significant benefit, allowing us to provide a consistent and recognisable presence 
during what can be a challenging period of change for young people. By maintaining these established relationships, 
we can help support pupils as they settle into a new school environment, build confidence, and navigate the 
increased independence that comes with secondary education. 

Our ongoing presence at The Weald School also strengthens the partnership between schools and the 
Neighbourhood Warden Service, helping to ensure that young people continue to view us as approachable and 
trusted members of the community. As these students grow older and become more active in the wider community, 
the positive connections developed through both primary and secondary school engagement help foster mutual 
respect and constructive interactions. 

It is extremely pleasing to see how the investment made in early engagement at primary school can continue to 
deliver positive outcomes as young people progress through their school years, enabling us to support them more 
effectively and helping to strengthen community relationships for the future. 
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Events and Meetings Attended This Month 

Parbrook Play Area Event – Tuesday 1st September 

We were pleased to be invited to attend the open day celebrating the reopening of Parbrook Play Park, hosted by 
Horsham District Council's Parks and Countryside Team. Following its refurbishment and the installation of new play 
equipment, it was wonderful to see so many local families enjoying the enhanced facilities and making the most of this 
valuable community space. 

 

   

 

Brick Lab Launch Meeting – Friday 4th September 

Prior to its soft launch on September 10th, we met with Denise & Gillian from Billingshurst Community Partnership 
and Dom from Billingshurst Lions to iron out some last-minute details about our brick lab and to finalise our risk 
assessment and terms & conditions. We also talked about the best ways to promote the group. 

 

Community Services Team Meeting at Albery House – Tuesday 8th September 

All the wider Community Services Team meet weekly each Tuesday as they are based at Albery House, we attend bi-
monthly on a rotation with the other warden schemes. It was our turn to attend on the 8th September to hear what 
the wider are team are currently working on and to give our updates on our projects and current issues in 
Billingshurst. 

 

Modern Day Slavery & Organised Crimes Group Training – Tuesday 8th September 

We attended a meeting run by West Sussex County Council on Modern Slavery and Exploitation which covered signs 
of organised begging in the community, slavery and exploitation, with guidance on reporting mechanisms. 

 

Horsham Young Futures Panel Meeting – Wednesday 9th September  

We attended the Young Futures Panel meeting (formerly known as Peer Group Conference) on 9th September. The 
meeting brings together representatives from the district's schools, local authorities and other supporting 
organisations to support and safeguard young people. Together the group identifies and responds to: 

• places and spaces where children and young people may be unsafe and/or  

• any children and young people who are at risk of harm 
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Meeting regarding concerns for a rough sleeper – Tuesday 15th September 

We joined a meeting chaired by HDC’s Rough Sleeper Co-ordinator from the Housing Options Team alongside 
Jordan, our warden colleague from Horsham, and representatives from the NHS and mental health teams regarding 
a rough sleeper who moves between Horsham town and Billingshurst to see what support measures can be put in 
place for the individual. 

 

Meeting regarding ASB concerns at residential property in Billingshurst – Wednesday 16th September 

We attended a meeting with one of our HDC Community Safety Officers and HDC’s Housing Team regarding some 
complaints received about the occupants at an HDC temporary accommodation dwelling. Working together with 
other departments is key to information sharing and assisting to tackle anti-social behaviour issues. 

 

Meeting with Age UK Horsham – Wednesday 23rd October 

We had a great meeting with our friends from Horsham’s Age UK team. We are planning a pop-up event for older 
people in Billingshurst soon. Watch this space for a future update coming soon. 

 

Billingshurst Neighbourhood Wardens - Come & See Us 

 

Drop-In at Sainsbury’s - Saturday 19th September 

 

 

 

Thank you to Sainsbury’s for letting us hold our September drop-in at the front of their store on Saturday 19th 
September. We had hoped to set up outside, but the weather proved to be a little too windy that day for our 
leaflets! Positive interactions were had with families and shoppers. 
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If you have anything you would like to discuss with us, whether it be community issues or concerns or to find out 
more about what we do and the projects we are working on, you will find us on: 

 Saturday 17th October between 11.00am & 12.00noon outside Lidl, Billingshurst 

 Saturday 14th November between 11.00am & 12.00noon at Billingshurst Library 

 Saturday 5th December between 10.00am & 3.00pm at the Christmas Fayre, Billingshurst Centre. 

 

You can also discover other warden events happening across the district here:  

https://www.horsham.gov.uk/community/wardens-events 

Local Neighbourhood policing events can also be found here: 

https://www.sussex.police.uk/area/your-area/sussex/horsham/billingshurst-shipley-pulborough-and-
coldwaltham/meetings-and-events/top-reported-crimes-in-this-area 

 
Horsham District Council Winter Warm Ups 
 
Winter Warm Ups is back for 2026, with brand-new Fringe events across the district!  
 
HDC’s Winter Warm Up events are here to help people aged 50+ stay active and keep socially connected during the 
colder, darker months.  
 
This year's programme includes free community event days at The Bridge Leisure Centre in Horsham (Wednesday 14 
October) and Chanctonbury Leisure Centre in Storrington (Thursday 15 October), alongside a brand-new Winter Warm 
Ups Fringe programme, showcasing activities and events taking place in communities across the district. 
 
This year, the team have worked hard to create something for absolutely everyone. The fringe programme features a 
fantastic mix of indoor and outdoor activities, including cycling, guided walks, gardening, ballet, fishing, exercise 
classes and much more. Meanwhile, events at Chanctonbury Leisure Centre and The Bridge Leisure Centre include 
sports taster sessions, Clip 'n Climb, hearing tests, wellbeing MOTs, arts and crafts activities, and plenty more! 
 
Find out more and view the full Winter Warm Ups schedule at: https://www.horsham.gov.uk/community/Winter-
Warm-Ups 
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Social Media 
 
Billingshurst Wardens Instagram Account  

 
Don’t forget we now have our own dedicated Billingshurst Wardens Instagram account. 
 
Please give us a follow at the link below:  
https://www.instagram.com/billingshurstwardens/ 
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Horsham District Neighbourhood Wardens 
 

We also share a Facebook account with the other Horsham District Neighbourhood Warden Teams 
so please do follow us at:  
 

https://www.facebook.com/HDWardens  

 
 

 
 
Parish Specific/Other  
 

Reports of Indecent Exposure around Station Road Gardens 

Unfortunately, The Weald School Senior Leadership Team has made us aware of multiple reports from students 

concerning a male allegedly exposing himself in and around the Station Road Gardens area at various times of the day. 

These incidents have been reported to Sussex Police, and we are continuing to liaise with the school and relevant partner 
agencies. In response to these concerns, we have increased the frequency of our patrols in and around the area, covering 
a range of times throughout the day where operational demands allow. 

Our aim is to provide a visible and reassuring presence for young people, parents, and the wider community, while 
supporting any ongoing investigations and encouraging the reporting of any further incidents or suspicious behaviour. We 
will continue to monitor the situation closely and work with our partners to help ensure that local residents and students 
feel safe when travelling through and using this public space. 

 

Station Road Gardens Volunteer Gardening Days  

Once a month the Station Road Gardens volunteer team work hard gardening and maintaining Station Road 
Community Gardens for everyone to enjoy. They would love for more volunteers to join them so please do pop along 
and meet them to find out more. 

 

The Billingshurst Men’s Shed is often also open during these sessions so a great opportunity to pop along and speak 
to both organisations, if you are interested in joining.  

 

Keep updated about Station Road Community Gardens here: 

https://www.facebook.com/FOGBillie 

You can find out more about Billingshurst Men’s Shed at their Facebook Page here: 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082344994408 
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Friday Coffee Mornings @ The Billingshurst Centre 

 

   

 

Emergency Services Day (also known as 999 Day) took place on Wednesday, 9 September 2026, honouring the UK's 
NHS and emergency services personnel. Whilst we are not tehnically an emergency service we do carry out a lot of 
work within the community to help keep Billingshurst happy and safe and it was very touching to receive this lovely 
card from the residents at Derwent Lodge when they attended our Coffee Morning on Friday 11th September. 

 

Our coffee mornings are held in conjunction with The Billingshurst Centre and run between 10am and midday every 
Friday throughout the year (except Good Friday and over the Christmas period) and everyone is welcome! 
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The Billingshurst Community Police Office is also open when our coffee morning operates so you can also pop in and 
seek help and advice there too.  

To find out what else is happening at The Billingshurst Centre  

please check out their website: https://billingshurstcentre.com/ 

 

Horsham Matters Support On The Move Visits 

 

Horsham Matters continue to provide 
valuable support around the district in 
their “Support On The Move” vehicles. 
If you need support with things such as 
benefits checks, signposting, careers 
advice, housing and budgeting they 
will be outside the Billingshurst Centre 
on Friday 30th October between 10am 
and 11:30am as per the schedule 
below. 

 

https://www.horsham-matters.org.uk/ 
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Whilst Out on Patrol 

 

Graffiti 

We have not received any reports of new graffiti this month within the parish. 

 

Fly Tipping & Litter  

 

Litter 

Sadly, the amount of litter discarded around the village remains high. A huge thank you to Billingshurst’s Cedars 
Beavers group who joined Louisa on Tuesday 15th September to carry out a litter pick of Station Road gardens during 
their session. 4 bags of litter were collected in the gardens alone! 

 

   
Please remember to put your litter in the bins provided and if they are full – take your litter home. 

 

Fly tipping around the parish 
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As well as large amounts of litter being discarded in the parish, September also saw a disappointing amount of fly 
tipping too. Large amounts of rubbish were dumped on both side of the road in Rowner Road at the start of the 
month and later in the month we also found dumped black sacks in West Chiltington Lane on the edge of the 
highway and around 30 bags of insulation materials dumped in Wooddale Lane as well as a “Henry” vacuum cleaner 
and other assorted waste materials. 
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If you have any additional household rubbish, it is very easy to book a slot at the WSCC recycling centre in 
Billingshurst. You can do so at the link below:  

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/land-waste-and-housing/waste-and-recycling/recycling-and-waste-
prevention/recycling-centres/billingshurst-recycling-centre/ 

 

Anti-Social Behaviour/Damage 

 

Old Barclays Bank, High Street 

Following further reports of unauthorised access to the former Barclays Bank building, along with information received 
from local sources, we investigated a suspected access point. Our inspection found that while the outer doors had 
previously been damaged, with glass panels smashed and removed, the inner doors had been left unsecured. This allowed 
individuals to gain entry by climbing through the damaged outer doorway and simply pushing open the unlocked internal 
doors. 

We had previously raised concerns regarding ongoing access issues with both the property owners and Horsham District 
Council's Planning Compliance team. It was therefore encouraging to find that further security measures had since been 
implemented, including securing the front entrance and undertaking additional works to restrict access to other 
vulnerable areas of the building. 

We will continue to monitor the site and liaise with the relevant parties where necessary to help ensure that the property 
remains secure and does not become a focal point for anti-social behaviour or other issues affecting the local community. 
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Damage to play equipment at Amblehurst Green 

  

We were disappointed to hear from members of 
the Amblehurst Green Residents Association 
(AGRA) that a piece of play equipment at the 
Challen Street Playpark was vandalised by a 
group of 4 boys aged approximately 13/14 years 
of age on Sunday 27th September. The damage 
has been reported to Sussex Police, and we have 
been carrying out additional patrols in the area 
when our shifts allow. 
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WHO DO I REPORT TO? 

 

Please see the graphic below that helps to explain who you should report crime and anti-social behaviour to and 
how. If you see it, it is important to report it. 

 

 

 

Sussex Police Website: 

https://www.sussex.police.uk/ 

Useful links for reporting litter, fly-tipping or graffiti: 
 
You can report litter issues to HDC at the following link:  
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/waste-recycling-and-bins/litter-and-street-cleaning/litter 
 
You can report a damaged or overflowing litter bin here:  
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/waste-recycling-and-bins/litter-and-street-cleaning/report-a-damaged-or-
overflowing-litter-bin 
 
If you witness fly-tipping in action, please call Sussex Police and, if possible, provide them with the registration of the 
offending vehicle and subsequently any relevant dash cam footage you may have.  
 
You can also report it direct to HDC at: https://www.horsham.gov.uk/waste-recycling-and-bins/litter-and-street-
cleaning/fly-tipping  
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Abandoned shopping trolleys can be reported on the ‘Trolleywise’ website at: https://www.wanzl.com/en_GB/360-
degree-service/TrolleyWise 
  
You can report incidents of graffiti direct to Horsham District Council via their website: 
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/waste-recycling-and-bins/litter-and-street-cleaning 
 
 
Horsham District Council App 
 

Horsham District Council have a useful app that can be used to find 
out lots of information, report litter, fly-tipping, and graffiti, and you 
can even set up handy reminders about your waste collections too. 
The app can be downloaded from the Apple or Google Play stores. 
More information and links to download are available on the HDC 
website: https://www.horsham.gov.uk/mobileapp 
 
Dog Related Issues 
 

Dog fouling can be reported via the HDC website:   
https://www.horsham.gov.uk/waste-recycling-and-bins/litter-and-
street-cleaning/dog-fouling  
  
Any attacks by dogs need to be reported immediately to Sussex 
Police. Their advice is that if there is an immediate threat to human 
or animal life to call 999. Otherwise report to the police on 101 or 
via the Sussex Police website reporting form.  
https://www.sussex.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-
crime/  
  
 
If a neighbour is allowing their dog to bark excessively causing a 
persistent noise nuisance this can be reported to Environmental 
Health & Licensing Team here: 
 

https://www.horsham.gov.uk/environmental-health/noisy-neighbours 
 
Dogs Roaming Free  
  
If you find a dog roaming free and not being supervised, you may wish to consider reporting it to Horsham District 
Council’s approved contractor on 07512 089777 and they will come and collect. This is a 24/7 service, but the dog 
does need to be contained for them to collect.  
  

*** Please note Horsham District Council does not have dog wardens *** 

 

Rough Sleepers and Homeless Persons 
 
https://thestreetlink.org.uk/ connecting people sleeping rough to local services. 
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